Christo and Jeanne-Claude: Encounters without Parting
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Exhibitions, special editions, lectures, films, an educational programme are some of the events and activities under the project of Sofia Municipality in honour of Christo and Jeanne-Claude's life and artistic work. While the  artistic duo's last project -- the wrapping of L'Arc de triomphe -- is being realised in the heart of Paris, at different locations in Sofia we will see their works, talk about them, commemorate their artistic work and the world cultural heritage they have left behind.
The project realisation begins with two exhibitions in the Open-air Galleries of Sofia Municipality. From 2 to 15 September in the City Garden and from 7 to 24 September in Crystal Garden, Sofia citizens and visitors can see posters from the Museum Collection of the National Academy of Art, which chronologically trace the creative growth of Christo and Jeanne-Claude.
"Christo and Jeanne-Claude. Life=Works=Projects” is the title of the retrospective exhibition of photographs by Wolfgang Volz and curator Matthias Coddenberg, which will be opened at Sofia City Art Gallery on 8 September. Until 7 November, the audiences will have the opportunity to see some of the most famous projects of Christo and Jeanne-Claude, as well as some unique shots capturing moments in their lives. The publication of a catalogue and the accompanying events -- film screenings, lectures and tours guided by the curators -- will complement the exhibition. Special emphasis in the programme will be the lectures of Sophie Duplaix - Chief Curator of Centre Pompidou; Matthias Coddenberg - personal friend of Christo and Jeanne-Claude and researcher of their artistic work; and artist Lachezar Boyadzhiev.
The cultural and educational programme will revive and bring even closer to the audience the artistic work of Christo and Jeanne-Claude. It is called "Watching Comprehension" and is organised by Art Affairs and Documents Foundation in partnership with Goethe Institute and Children's Architectural Workshop. The events are intended for a wide audience and representatives of different generations. The main objective of the programme is "to shorten the distance" for the audience, to present in a comprehensible language and initiate a discourse on the artistic work of Christo and Jeanne-Claude and their relationship with Bulgaria. Through a series of tours, workshops and audio tours, the programme aims to offer a new type of experiencing the art of Christo and Jeanne-Claude. It includes free-of-charge tours to view the exhibition of Wolfgang Voltz at Sofia City Art Gallery; customised visits for elderly people; children's architectural workshops, as well as an audio performative walk based on a play by Martina Novakova and Miguel Valentin. Some of the events will be held outdoors and will require pre-registration of participants.
In memory of Christo and Jeanne-Claude, the most famous Bulgarian graffiti artist Nasimo will create a memorial mural on the building facade of Sofia High School of Mathematics.
On 10 September, Master of Art Festival will be dedicated to Christo and Jeanne-Claude. One of the programme highlights is the screening of the documentary "Christo in Paris" (1990), which is a story about their project on the wrapping of Pont Neuf in Paris.
Detailed information about the events will be posted in the culture webpage of Sofia Municipality artsofia.bg and in the Facebook pages Столица Култура and ArtSofia.


